SUMMER
LEARNING

A GUIDE FOR PEMBROKE FAMILIES

AVOID THE SUMMER SLIDE
THIS GUIDE IDENTIFIES BOTH FREE AND SCHOOL SUPPORTED
RESOURCES TO HELP OUR STUDENTS ACCESS EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES DURING THE SUMMER BREAK.
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Children who practice their
reading and math skills
during the summer months
improve literary and
academic performance,
develop a love of reading
and solving problems, and
avoid the dreaded
"summer slide". We believe
that student and family
choice, as well as the
continued practice
throughout the summer,
provides students with a
readiness to succeed in
future academic work.

We are asking families to assist
us by encouraging our students
to practice reading and math
throughout the summer. By
setting aside a little bit of time
each day to practice reading
and math, your efforts will
enable us to maintain the
progress students made this
year, and assist us in starting
strong in September.
Please use this guide as a
resource to partner with us and
engage our students in reading
and math throughout the
summer break.
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SUMMER FUN

LEARNING

ideas to support summer learning

HAVE A PLAN

REWARD
GOOD HABITS

Create a summer learning plan with
goals and daily activities that
students can perform for a set
amount of time per day.

Set up motivational incentives to
keep your child excited about
learning. Give lots of praise as kids
ultimately want to make their
parents happy! Celebrate
their achievements with them as
they learn a new skill.

Simpler plans are easier to manage.
You don't have to be a teacher to
help your kids continue to learn
over the summer!

KEEP IT SIMPLE
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101
IDEAS

As you head into summer with your kids, this printable list of
fun, playful activities is sure handy to have hanging on the
fridge, as a prompt to get kids thinking about what they can do
next whenever they’re feeling bored.

FUN WAYS TO KEEP
KIDS LEARNING ALL
SUMMER LONG
Read everyday
Make homemade pizza
Play I SPY
Make a treasure map
Plant a flower or vegetable
Write a letter and mail it to someone
Make a word search
Create an obstacle course
Visit a local farmers market
Track the weather
Keep a Summer Journal
Play School

Don't forget the sunscreen!
Check out these sun safety tips
from our school nurses!
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Created in partnership with the Pembroke Public Library a
Summer Reading Suggestions list for grades K-6 can be found
on our website.
OR CLICK HERE

Recommendations for Middle School Summer Reading and
Summer Reading Assignments can be found on our
website.
OR CLICK HERE
Pembroke High School Summer Reading Assignments can
be found on our website.
OR CLICK HERE
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SUMMER
READING IDEAS
HERE ARE SOME CREATIVE WAYS TO
ENCOURAGE READING ALL SUMMER LONG!

VISIT THE PEMBROKE PUBLIC LIBRARY
THE
AND
AND
AND

LOCAL LIBRARY IS A GREAT RESOURCE FOR FREE
FAMILY-FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES. BEAT THE HEAT
CHECK THEIR WEBSITE CALENDAR FOR EVENTS
UPDATES ALL SUMMER LONG.

!
A
I
X
E
L
E
S
U

PEMBROKE STUDENTS IN GRADES
K-6 ALSO HAVE ACCESS TO
LEXIACORE5, AN ONLINE READING
SKILLS PROGRAM THROUGHOUT
THE SUMMER MONTHS.
TO LOGIN:
CLICK HERE
USE THE STUDENTS FIRST AND
LAST NAME (I.E FIRSTLAST ) AND
THE PASSWORD, LEXIA.

COMPLETE
THE SUMMER
READING
CHECKLIST
CHALLENGE!

RATE YOUR BOOKS

USE THE SHEET ON
PAGE X.
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Summer Reading
Checklist Challenge
Read a book before breakfast
Read to a pet or favorite stuffed animal
Swap a favorite book with a friend then READ
Read a book that makes you laugh
Read a book outside
Read a book out loud to an adult
Read a book about a historic event
Read with a flashlight
Read a book from the library
Read a book, then draw a picture about it
Listen to an audio book
Write a story about a character you read about
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SUMMER BOOK

Rating Sheet
Prompt kids to score each book they read this summer and see which
is in the lead. The book with the highest score wins

Best Book Of The Summer

TITLE

SCORE

RANKING
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EVEN MORE WAYS TO SUPPORT

SUMMER READING

READ IN 100 PLACES

Instead of reading a certain number of books or for a
certain number of minutes, try to see how many
different PLACES you can read this summer.
The Measured Mom (www.themeasuredmom.com)
has a fun 100 Places Challenge.

READING SCAVENGER HUNT

Encourage reading a variety of books in fun places with the
Modern Parents Messy Kids’ Reading Scavenger Hunt.
(www.modernparentsmessykids.com) Just print the map and
you are ready to start off on a reading adventure.

All Reading is READING!
We encourage you and your child to read anything in any way possible.
This includes:
Audio books
eBooks
Graphic novels & comics
Magazines
Nonfiction books
Books above their reading level
Books below their reading level (we all need a brain break sometimes)
Reading aloud to a family member or friend (or pet or stuffed animal!)
Reading the same story again
10
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RESEARCH SHOWS THAT MOST CHILDREN LOSE
2-3 MONTHS OF LEARNING OVER THE SUMMER.

When looking at a new book, introduce it. Look at the cover and talk about what it might be
about. Say the author's name and talk about what an author does.
Move your fingers under the words as you read to show the connection between what you
are saying and the text.
Read with expression, pitching your voice higher or lower where it's appropriate or using
different voices for different characters.
For babies: Stop once in a while and ask questions or make comments on the pictures or
text. ("Where's the kitty? There he is! What a cute black kitty.") Your child might not be able
to respond yet, but this lays the groundwork for doing so later on.
For toddlers and up: Ask open-ended questions and encourage your child to answer. —
"Why do you think the lion is going into the woods? What do you think will happen next?"
This encourages your child to think about the story and to ask questions.
Cuddling while you read helps your child (babies especially!) feel safe, warm, and connected
to you.
If your child is active, let them move around or do an activity (like coloring) while they listen
to you read.
Have fun! Show your child that reading is enjoyable.
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Blast off into reading this summer with
our Summer Reading Club: A Universe of
Stories!
This year’s Massachusetts Summer
Reading Club at the Pembroke Public
Library starts on Monday, June 17th
and runs through Thursday, August
22nd. There will be many fun
activities at the library for everyone
during the summer including our kids
Read & Bead program and our teen
Team Read. Plus, each participant will
receive a free book at the end of
summer!
Our Pembroke Public Library’s Youth
Services Librarian, Miss Melissa, has
worked with local schools and other
educators across the nation to bring us
a list of books that are equal parts
enjoyable, accessible, and challenging.
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On the suggested reading list, you will find:
- Favorites
- Poetry
-Adventure
- Realistic Fiction
-Historical Fiction
-Humor
- Animal Stories
- Fantasy and Science Fiction
- Award Winners
- and More
Books should be fun and enjoyable, offering an
escape or a challenge when the reader needs it
most. Titles even beyond this list can and
should be explored!
Enjoy! And never be too shy to ask questions!
This list has been curated by:
Claudia Cellucci Reading Specialist at
Pembroke Public Schools, and Miss Melissa
McCleary Youth Services Librarian at
Pembroke Public Library
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Young children love to
re-read familiar, easy books
and they should be
encouraged to do this.
Repetition increases fluency
and in turn improves
comprehension. When
reading out loud, encourage
your child to read with
expression, attend to
punctuation, and adjust tone
to convey meaning.

SUMMERS AT THE
PEMBROKE PUBLIC LIBRARY

READ IT,
LOVE IT,
RETURN IT!
SUMMER READING AT THE LIBRARY BEGINS
MONDAY, JUNE 17TH AND RUNS THROUGH
THURSDAY, AUGUST 22ND.. SIGN-UP FOR A
PROGRAM TO EARN COOL PRIZES AND KEEP

Need help finding a book?
Ask Miss Melissa or a library
staff member for help
searching for suggestions.
You can also visit
http://pembrokepubliclibrar
y.org/ to access our library
catalog and book
recommendations.

YOUR MIND SHARP ALL SUMMER LONG!

Check the website calendar of
events for additional
information about all of the
family friendly activities
happening at the library this
summer!
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Keep a
Summer
Journal

A summer journal is a great way to encourage
learning and practice writing skills. A simple
notebook can be used or older kids can create
an online blog.
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Who doesn’t love those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer? As parents we welcome this time
of year when our kids can finally kick back, relax, and just be kids – play outdoors, while
away the days, break out of the routine of school and just let the days unfold. We also think
about all the progress our young scholars have made throughout the last school year – and
wonder how much of the knowledge and new learning they’ll retain. One motivating way
to enhance what kids experience during the summer while reinforcing and applying previous
learning is by taking a little time to reflect, in writing, on all summer has to offer.
This summer journal is designed to be a stimulating, creative, fun vehicle that will empower
children, not only to chronicle their best days and experiences, but to look at and record
even the most ordinary events in extraordinary ways – in other words, to “see with author’s
eyes”. In it they’ll be reminded how to capture vivid little slices of life using the writing skills
they’ve practiced throughout the school year. Each activity includes an optional summer art
project to enhance the writing and further preserve their summer musings.
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In addition to the kid-friendly suggestions/instructions in the Summer Musings journal,
we include a Parent Tips Sheet to help you gently guide, encourage, and inspire your
young summer author. Children will participate by writing in their own “Summer
Musings Journal” provided – a wonderful summer resource that can become a
treasured keepsake in the future. Directions and suggestions precede each writing
activity. Simply look over the directions, offer your child some casual guidance, or let
your young author go to it on his/her own! The good news is, each writing activity can
be approached again and again, every time the young author has a new summer
experience! For example – the writing activity titled “Summer Scene” can be used
every time the young author visits a new summer place – the seashore, forest, canyon,
lake, etc! For added fun, provide your child with a zippered plastic bag that will hold
their journal and art supplies: safety scissors, glue stick, markers, crayons, colored
pencils. Take this “Author’s Kit” along on vacation and family outings.

SUMMER MUSINGS
FOR KIDS!
Click the links below for a variety of
writing prompts for the Summer
Musings Journal.

Daily Chronicles
Summer Scene
Summer Poetry
Sentence Starters
Summer Escapades!
Summer Sightseeing!

WRITING OVER SUMMER BREAK IS A
GREAT WAY FOR STUDENTS TO RETAIN
SKILLS WHILE ALSO BEING CREATIVE

For additional ideas and resources
visit www.empoweringwriters.org
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Combat summer learning loss by having your child
practice the new math skills they have aquired over this
year.
During the summer months, children often lose many of
the math skills they have learned due to inactivity. It is
important to help your child stay on track so they can
start the next school year off strong.
It may feel as though the long days of summer and
mathematical problems don't seem to mix so we have put
together some helpful resources to make summer math
more engaging.
There are ways to involve math in daily activities with
your child such as shopping or cooking. There are also
many helpful learning apps and websites that offer free
resources.
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To help your child
practice their math
skills, students in
grades K-6 who used
iReady Math during
the year will continue
to have access to
iReady over the
summer.

Practice Skills with

SUMMER MATH
To combat summer learning loss, we are encouraging students to
continue to practice their math skills this summer.

XtraMath is a math face fluency program that
helps students master addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division facts. Sign up for free
today!

Pembroke students in grades K-6 who used enVision
Math during the year will continue to have access to
enVision over the summer.

Khan Academy is a useful math program for
grades 5 and 6.

This free app called Sushi Monster is a Math App
created by Scholastic that makes math fun.

Pembroke students in grades K-8
who use i-Ready will continue to have
access to i-Ready over the summer.
WE RECOMMEND 10-30 MINUTES OF MATH
PRACTICE PER DAY FOR GRADES K-6.
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Financial literacy is an important skill to teach at a
young age. Opportunities such as the Pembroke
High School Credit for Life fair have given students
the chance to learn how to make important financial
decisions. Check out the videos from the last two
credit for life fairs on our website for more
information.

FINANCIAL LITERACY FOR KIDS

How Should Kids Spend Their Money

There is no better way to teach kids money skills than by allowing them to earn,
save, share, invest and spend their own money. Not only will you teach your child
responsibility, but in time you will have a more financially literate child.
An allowance is a great way to teach kids how to earn money by doing chores. This also gives them a chance
to SAVE their money if they choose.
Children can choose to SHARE their money by donating to a cause or charity. This teaches them about giving
back and helping others.
Children can SPEND their money. It is important for kids to learn the value of money. When they realize how long
it might take to save up enough for something, it gives them an appreciation for work and money.
Kids can INVEST their money. They can choose to purchase a stock and watch it increase and decrease in value.
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For more financial tips for kids visit: Busykid.com and consumerfinance.gov.

SUMMER
MATH
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1

USE MATH DAILY

2

PLAY MATH GAMES

3

HAVE A MATH CHALLENGE

4

Encourage your child to practice math daily. When
shopping, help kids calculate change, when cooking
practice measurment, or simply practice counting.

Games like Yahtzee, Racko or Monopoly all rely on
math skills to play. Even playing with blocks and
assembling jigsaw puzzles can help kids learn
spatial skils and recognize patterns.

Use these math challenge worksheets to help your
child apply math skills that they have learned
throughout the year. Try a Summer Boot camp to
get your child moving while using math skills.

USE TECHNOLOGY
These fun math sites are great resources to make
learning and practicing math skills fun and engaging
for your child.

ADDITIONAL MATH LINKS
Math Playground
ABCya
Same But Different Math
Hoodah Math
Freckle (Front Row)
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TECHNOLOGY TIPS &
SOCIAL MEDIA RESOURCES

Heading into the summer break is a great opportunity to learn about
how to protect and make sure your child's online enviroment is as
safe as possible, and ensure your child knows how to use technology
responsibly.
During the summer, children may spend more time on their portable
devices, here are some tips & tricks for navigating the internet with
your child.
SET UP PARENTAL CONTROLS
1

Looking for ways to keep your
children safe online? Check Common
Sense Media for helpful links to set up
Parental Controls.

DISCUSS EXPECTATIONS
2

Be clear with your child about the
rules and expectations for device
usage. Have time limits and
boundaries in place.

TEACH THE SMART RULES
3

4

KidsSmart.org.uk has a lot of helpful
resources for teaching kids how to be
SMART online.

LEARN ABOUR DIGITAL
CITIZENSHIP
Our Digital Citizenship Guide and Social
Media section of our website has many
tips and tricks.

5
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DOWNLOAD EDUCATIONAL APPS
AND PROGRAMS
Take the time to put learning apps on
your devices to kids have age appropriate
apps to use.

Check out the
Digital Citizenship
Resource Guide on
our website!
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WHY IS
TYPING
IMPORTANT?
THE ONLINE
ASSESSMENTS
WHICH BEGIN IN
GRADE 3 REQUIRE
STUDENTS TO READ
AND WRITE ONLINE
INCLUDING
ENTERING MATH
EQUATIONS
ACCURATE AND
SPEEDY TYPING IS
IMPORTANT FOR
STUDENT
CONFIDENCE IN
WORKING ONLINE

FURTHER YOUR CHILD'S KEYBOARDING SKILLS WITH
THESE FREE WEB-BASED KEYBOARDING PROGRAMS
THAT TEACHERS RECOMMEND:

DANCE MAT TYPING
www.dancemattypingguide.com

TYPING CLUB
www.typingclub.com

HAVE YOUR STUDENT SPEND 10-15 MINUTES
PER DAY PRACTICING TYPING SKILLS
YOUNG STUDENTS ARE MOTIVATED BY THE ABILITY
TO COMMUNICATE USING THE KEYBOARD. THEY
THINK TYPING IS GROWN UP!
THEY LOVE TYPING THEIR NAMES, THE ENTIRE
ALPHABET, NAMES OF PETS OR THEIR FAVORITE
ANYTHING!
STARTING AT ABOUT AGE 9 STUDENTS ARE
MOTIVATED BY THE ABILITY TO FIND LETTERS
QUICKLY IN ORDER TO TYPE ONLINE.
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Code.org® is a non-profit dedicated to
expanding access to computer science
and increasing participation by women
and underrepresented minorities. Their
vision is that every student in every
school should have the opportunity to
learn computer science, just like
biology, chemistry or algebra. Code.org
organizes the annual Hour of Code
campaign which has engaged 10% of
all students in the world and provides
the leading curriculum for K-12
computer science in the largest school
districts in the United States.
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Computer Science
Skills are a critical
component to
education because
they help to nurture
problem solving skills,
logic and creativity.
Here are some great
resources our teachers
suggest to help excite
your child about the
world of computer
programming and
coding.

Scratch is a programming language
and an online community where
children can program and share
interactive media such as stories,
games, and animation with people
from all over the world. As children
create with Scratch, they learn to
think creatively, work
collaboratively, and reason
systematically. Scratch is designed
and maintained by the Lifelong
Kindergarten group at the MIT
Media Lab.
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This page contains resources to support
parents in teaching K-3 and grade 4-8
students about Digital Citizenship and
Internet Safety.
BrainPOP Jr. and BrainPOP have age
appropriate and engaging resources that
parents can use with their children to
explain how to keep safe online and be
responsible digital citizens.

CLICK HERE!

BrainPOP Jr. is for students in
grades K-3 with topics on Internet
Safety (movies and activities)

CLICK HERE!
Common Sense is the Nation's leading
independent nonprofit organization
dedicated to empowering kids thrive in
a world of media and technology. (link)

Download the Common Sense App for a guide
reference guide to age-appropriate media.
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SUMMER LEARNING LINKS
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT HOW TO SUPPORT
YOUR CHILD'S LEARNING DURING THE SUMMER, VISIT
THE FOLLOWING RESOURCES
Guide References:
ReadingRockets.com
EmpoweringWriters.com
Kidshealth.org
Startwithabook.org
Scholastic.com
NationalSummerLearningAssociation.org
www.firstbook.org
FamiliesinSchools.org
Looking for Online "Camps" for more
Summer Learning?
Check out:
pbs.org
DIY.org
Makezine.com
Brainchase.com
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Use Technology Outdoors with these apps that encourage kids
to get outside and explore:
Gro Garden
Meet the Insects: Forest Edition
The Night Sky
Agents of Discovery
Virtual Geocaching-Xnote
Charity Miles
Zombies, Run
Many more can be found on CommonSenseMedia.org!

TEACHER
RECOMMENDED
LEARNING
APPS

ABCYA.COM

Touch and Write is a
Letter Formation App.

Learning doesn't have to stop just because your child leaves the classroom.
Our teachers have put together a list of apps they use and love so that you can
continue the learning with your child all summer long.
Click the link for App Names, Descriptions, and QLR Codes. CLICK HERE

HELP PREPARE YOUR CHILD FOR SCHOOL
It is never too early to start providing the kinds of
experiences that will help your child enter school ready to
succeed. “School readiness” refers to the academic
knowledge, independence, communication, and social skills
children need to do well in school. Getting your child ready
for school requires you to spend time reading, talking, and
playing with your child.
Click Here for a guide by NEA with helpful ideas on how to
prepare your child for school.
Check the Kindergarten Information page on our website!
Attend Kindergarten Orientation on August 28th.
Follow the School PTO on Facebook, they often plan meet and greets over
the summer for incoming kindergarteners.

25

9
1
0
2
S
E
I
T
I
V
I
T
C
A
SUMMER
PEMBROKE
VISIT IN
O
T
S
E
C
A
L
GREAT P

12
34
25

PEMBROKE RECREATION
Summer camps, sports clinics and more!

PEMBROKE PARKS AND
WALKING TRAILS
The town of Pembroke has many great
opportunities for hiking, running and walking!

PEMBROKE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
Tour the historical properties of our town or
research our town heritage.
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PEMBROKE PUBLIC
LIBRARY
Keep warm with these recipes from Bella Alfieri

AROUND THE SOUTH SHORE
Nelson Memorial Park- Plymouth, MA
Castle Island - Boston, MA
World's End- Hingham, MA
Tidemarsh Wildlife Santuary- Plymouth, MA
Blue Hills Trailside Museum- Milton, MA
South Shore Natural Science Center- Norwell, MA
26

Winslow Farm Animal Santuary- Norton, MA
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stay connected
Keep up with all things
Pembroke Public Schools by
following us on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.

Pembroke High School
School News
Pembroke Community
Middle School News
Bryantville Elementary
School News
Hobomock Elementary
School News
North Pembroke Elementary
School News

CHECK THE WEBSITE
Check out the Summer
Learning section of our
website for helpful
resources, links and the
Summer Reading Lists. In
August, look for the Back to
School section which will
feature everything you need
to know to prepare for the
2019-2020 school year.

SIGN UP FOR CAMP
Pembroke Public Schools
are proud to offer Camp
Invention this summer.
Sign up at www.invent.org

DOWNLOAD OUR
APP
Superintendent
@PPSsupt
Communications
@PemSch_news
PHS Principal
@Pembroke_Titans
Athletics
@PHS_Titans

Download the Pembroke
Public Schools App and
have everything you need
all in one place! Calendars,
lunch menus, social media
streams are all in one
central location for easy
access on the go!

#PPSFirstDay19

Communications
pembrokepublicschools
Athletics

PHS.Titans

The 2019-2020 District
Calendar is on the website.
Remember to tag us at
#PPSFirstDay19 with all
your back to school photos!

